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Part A. PERSONAL INFORMATION 

First and Family name Roderik Smits 

Researcher codes 
Open Researcher and 
Contributor ID (ORCID) ** 

 0000-0002-7613-4465 

(*) At least one of these is mandatory 
(**) Mandatory 
 

A.1. Current position 

Name of 
University/Institution 

Carlos III University of Madrid  

Department Communication 

Address and Country Edif. Ortega y Gasset. C/ Madrid 133. 28903. Getafe. SPAIN 

 E-mail rsmits@hum.uc3m.es 
Current position Post-doctoral researcher  From 01/01/2021 

Key words 
Media industries, Film industry, Online platforms,  

Online distribution, Film Festivals 

 
A.2. Education 

PhD University Year 

PhD in Film Studies University of York (UK) 2017 

MA in Cultural Sociology University of Amsterdam (Netherlands)  2012 

 
A.3. JCR articles, h Index, thesis supervised… 
 
- 71 Citations on Google Scholar (with the first article published in 2016), h-index score: 5, 
i10-index score: 3  
- One single-authored full-length book published with Palgrave MacMillan, 278 pages, peer-
reviewed (series: Palgrave Global Media Policy and Business). 4100 downloads (source: 
Palgrave). Two authors have written (positive) reviews of the book. One of those reviews has 
been published in the journal Cultural Trends. 
- Six peer-reviewed journal articles (all in English), including two single-authored 
publications. These include journals such as Poetics (impact factor: 1.7) and Cultural Trends 
(impact factor: 1.8). One co-authored article is the most cited article for the journal Studies in 
European Cinema. 
- One single-authored chapter was published as part of an edited collection. 
- Supervisor of one MA-student in 2020.  
 
Part B. CV SUMMARY (max. 3500 characters, including spaces) 
 
I am Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Communication Department of University Carlos III 
of Madrid. For my current research project ‘Online Platforms and Film Circulation’ 
(www.onlinefilmcirculation.com), I was awarded a Marie Curie fellowship for a period of three 
years (2021-2024) by the CONEX-PLUS programme of University Carlos III of Madrid and 
Horizon 2020 of the European Union. 
 
I am also a project member of the research project ‘Diversity and Subscription Video-on-
Demand Services’ (http://diversidadaudiovisual.org/proyectos/2020-2024/) (University Carlos 
III of Madrid, 2020-2024), led by Prof. Luis A. Albornoz and Prof. Mª Trinidad García Leiva 
and funded by the Spanish Research and Development Plan. It is the first major study to 
study how five powerful US-owned platforms (Netflix, HBO, Amazon Prime, Apple TV and 
Disney+) impact on the production and circulation of audiovisual works in the Spanish 
market. 
 
I previously worked as Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Film and Media Studies at University 
Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF (Potsdam, Germany, 2020). I was a researcher for various 
major research projects in the UK in the past six years: 
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• Screen Agencies as Cultural Intermediaries: Negotiating and Shaping Cultural Policy 
for the Film and TV Industries within Selected Small Nations, funded by AHRC (UK). 
It is the first major study that draws a comparison between screen agencies in small 
European nations. I was involved as Research Associate (Cardiff University, 2019) 

• Beyond the Multiplex: Audiences for Specialised Film in English Regions, funded by 
AHRC (UK). It is the first major study to analyse how non-mainstream, specialised 
films can reach diverse film audiences in regions outside London. I was involved as 
Research Associate (University of York, 2017-2018).  

• Mediating Cultural Encounters Through European Screens (MeCETES), funded by 
HERA (Europe). It is the first major study to provide much-needed insight in the 
production, distribution and consumption of European films and television series. I 
was involved as PhD researcher (University of York, 2013-2017).  

 
I hold a PhD from the University of York (UK, 2013-2017). My research focuses on the 
changing nature of the film industry and is positioned at the intersection of Film Studies and 
Media Industry Studies. It provides a spotlight on film distribution and film exhibition as 
rapidly developing research areas in the context of the digital revolution. I am particularly 
interested in the role of gatekeepers who exert control over the process of enabling and 
disabling access to films in international markets. 
 
I am keen to make an impact beyond the academy and I am currently working together with 
the Thessaloniki Film Festival (Greece) on an industry study to analyse how online 
developments and COVID-19 are impacting on European film festivals and the way they are 
organised as they experiment with online screenings. I participated as a speaker and 
moderator in several industry events organised by Creative Europe (EU), Film Expo South 
(UK) and the LIGHTS Frankfurt International Film Festival (DE). I also contributed as a 
consultant and researcher to a Creative Europe report about film distribution. 
 
Part C. RELEVANT MERITS 
C.1. Publications 
 
Books 

Smits, R. (2019). Gatekeeping in the Evolving Business of Independent Film Distribution. 
Monograph. Palgrave Global Media Policy and Business book series. Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 278 pp. (peer-reviewed). https://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9783030168957 

Book review in Cultural Trends, 18 May 2020. Written by Dr. Michael Franklin 
(Goldsmiths University of London). 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09548963.2020.1762484 

Book review in Journal of Communication (Galatasaray University), 30 December 2020. 
Written by Dr. Ece Vitrinel (Galatasaray University, Turkey).  
http://iletisimdergisi.gsu.edu.tr/en/download/article-file/1478178 

Wessels, B., Forrest, D., Higson, A., Merrington, P., Smits, R., Pidd, M., Yates, S., 
Townsend, N., Hanchard, M. (expected in Spring 2022). Regional Film Audiences: 
Personal Journeys with Film. Monograph. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 
(peer-reviewed). 

 
Articles 

Wessels, B., Forrest, D., Hanchard, M., Higson, A., Merrington, P., Pidd, M., Rogers, K., 
Smits, R., Townsend, N., and Yates, S. (2019). Using Mixed-Methods, a Data Model and a 
Computational Ontology in Film Audience Research. Cultural Trends, 28(2-3), pp. 118-131. 
Special issue about Audience Data and Research. (peer-reviewed). 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09548963.2019.1617934 

https://smallnationsscreen.org/project/screen-agencies-as-cultural-intermediaries/
https://smallnationsscreen.org/project/screen-agencies-as-cultural-intermediaries/
https://www.beyondthemultiplex.org/
http://mecetes.com/
https://www.palgrave.com/gb/book/9783030168957
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09548963.2020.1762484
http://iletisimdergisi.gsu.edu.tr/en/download/article-file/1478178
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09548963.2019.1617934
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Smits, R. and Nikdel, E.W. (2018). Beyond Netflix and Amazon: MUBI and the Curation of 
On-Demand Film. Studies in European Cinema, 16(1), pp. 22-37. Special issue about 
Corporate Agency in Contemporary European Cinema. (peer-reviewed). 
The article has reached the top 3 of most read articles of the journal Studies in European 
Cinema. 
 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17411548.2018.1554775 

Smits, R. (2018) Tournaments of Values at the European Film Market. Arts and the Market, 8 
(1), pp. 64-79. (peer-reviewed).  
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1108/AAM-01-2018-0001 

Smits, R., Higson, A., Mateer, J., Jones, H. and D’Ippolito, B. (2018). Distributing Films 
Online. Workshop report. Journal of British Cinema and Television, 15:2, April 2018, pp.291-
299. https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/jbctv.2018.0419 

Smits, R. (2017). Film Distribution: A Changing Business. In: J. Wroot and A. Willis (Eds.). 
DVD, Blu-Ray and Beyond: Navigating Formats and Platforms within Media Consumption. 
Palgrave Macmillan, 115-134. http://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319627571#aboutAuthors 

Smits, R. (2016). Gatekeeping and Networking Arrangements: Dutch Distributors in the Film 
Distribution Business. Poetics, 58, pp.29-42. (peer-reviewed) 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304422X16302017 

 
Blogs, interviews and other publications (open access) 

Smits, R. (2021). “European Film Festivals in Transition? Film Festival Formats in Times of 

COVID”. Industry report for Thessaloniki Film Festival, 60 pages, November 2021. 

Smits, R. (2020). ‘Stream till you drop: A conversation with Dr. Roderik Smits on the boom in 

VOD offers’. Interviewed by Film University Babelsberg. 5 November 2020. 

Smits, R. (2020). ‘Coronavirus: How Hollywood Studios and Online Video Platforms are 

Responding’, Flow Journal, 21 April 2020. 

Smits, R. (2020). ‘Sales Agents and Distributors Remain Equally – If Not More – Important to 

the Creation and Circulation of Films in International Markets’. Interviewed by Cineuropa, 23 

March 2020. 

Smits, R. (2018). ‘Developing New Policies for the Welsh Screen Sector', Screen Agencies 

blog, 20 November 2018. 

Smits, R. (2018). ‘Video-On-Demand and the Myth of Endless Choice', The Conversation, 

16 August 2018. 

Creative Europe Report (co-written by Roderik Smits) (2016). ‘Circulation of European 

Films: The Distribution Sector Perspective’. Commissioned research report by Creative 

Europe (70,000 words). 

Smits, R., Jones, H. and Higson, A. (2016). ‘UK Film Distribution: What’s Changing?’, pre-

conference report, June 2016 (3,000 words). 

 

C.2. Research projects and grants 
- January 2021- May 2024, Awarded a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at University 

Carlos III of Madrid, funded by the Marie Curie programme and University Carlos III of 

Madrid through the CONEX-PLUS programme (3 years, full-time postdoctoral salary + €800 

per month research expenses). 

- December 2019 – December 2020, Awarded a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at 
Film University Babelsberg, funded by the Brandenburg Postdoc Network (2 years, full-time 
postdoctoral salary + €3,500 research expenses). 
- October 2018 – November 2019, Postdoctoral Research Associate on the AHRC-funded 
research project ‘Screen Agencies as Cultural Intermediaries’, budget £180,000. [link] 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17411548.2018.1554775
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1108/AAM-01-2018-0001
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/jbctv.2018.0419
http://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319627571#aboutAuthors
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304422X16302017
https://smallnationsscreen.org/project/screen-agencies-as-cultural-intermediaries/


   

4 
 

- January 2018 – October 2018, Postdoctoral Research Associate on the AHRC-funded 
research project ‘Beyond the Multiplex: Audiences for Specialised Films in English Regions’, 
budget £700,000. [link] 
- October 2013 – December 2017, PhD researcher on the HERA-funded European research 
project ‘Mediating Cultural Encounters Through European Screens’ (MeCETES), budget 
€1,000,000. A collaborative research project between the University of York (UK), University of 
Copenhagen (Denmark) and Vrije Universiteit Brussels (Belgium). [link] 
- January 2015 – June 2016, Researcher on the EU Creative Europe-funded research project 
‘The Circulation of European Films: The Distribution Sector Perspective’, budget €136,750.  
 
C.3. Contracts 
- Awarded a Research Grant by the Humanities Research Centre at the University of York for 

the period September 2018 – September 2019 (£1,000 research grant). 

- Research support (£8,000) from the University of York priming fund to undertake research 

for the scoping project ‘How On-demand Culture is Changing the Business of Films and 

High-end Television Drama’, in the period from 2016 to 2017.  

 
C.4. Institutional responsibilities  
- Film University Babelsberg in 2020: Supervised and examined a 12,000 word MA 

dissertation at Zeppelin University, Germany (together with Prof. Udo Göttlich). The 

dissertation was awarded for the best MA-thesis prize.  

- University of York in 2017-18: Supervised 12,000 word BA dissertations of third-year 

undergraduate students in the spring and summer terms. Organised meetings with students 

every 2 weeks to provide written feedback and pastoral support. 

- Lead conference organiser, Distributing Films Online, The Farm Group, London, 27 April 

2017. A closed workshop for 20 participants (Budget £3,000). 

https://ondemandproject.wordpress.com/workshop-2/ 

- Lead conference organiser, The Changing Nature of UK Film Distribution, Regent Street 

Cinema, London, 13 June 2016. A MeCETES conference in collaboration with industry 

partner Creative Europe UK (Budget £9,000). Attended by 165 delegates. 

http://mecetes.co.uk/film-distribution/ 

 
C.5. Reviewing activities 
Academic journals: Poetics (Empirical Research on Culture, the Media and the Arts), Studies 

in European Cinema, NECSUS (European Journal of Media Studies), L'avventura 

(International Journal of Italian Film and Media Landscapes) 

Academic publishers: Routledge, Bloomsbury Publishing, Palgrave MacMillan 

 
C.6. Memberships 
SCMS (Society for Cinema and Media Studies), NECS (European Network for Cinema and 
Media Studies), BAFTSS (British Association of Film, Television and Screen Studies), 
Audiovisual Diversity Group (University Carlos III de Madrid), GFM (The Society for Media 
Studies in Germany), ZEM (Centre for Media Studies of the Brandenburg region in Germany) 
, Production Studies Network in Germany, initiated by Prof. Patrick Vonderau. 

 
C.7. Mobility  

• Worked for the University of York (UK), Cardiff University (UK), Film University 
Babelsberg (Germany) and Carlos III University of Madrid (Spain).  

• Visiting PhD researcher in the Department of Media, Cognition and Communication at 
the University of Copenhagen (Summer 2014). Supervised by Professor Ib Bondebjerg.  

 

https://www.beyondthemultiplex.net/
http://www.mecetes.co.uk/
https://ondemandproject.wordpress.com/workshop-2/
http://mecetes.co.uk/film-distribution/
https://www.cmstudies.org/
https://necs.org/
https://www.baftss.org/
https://gfmedienwissenschaft.de/
http://www.zem-brandenburg.de/en/zem.html
https://productionstudies.net/

